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ACTIVITY 13

Events from Our History

Objectives

•	Explain how transportation 
has changed over time.

•	Show how transportation 
has affected the growth of 
our country.

Materials

	☐ U.S./World Desk Maps
	☐ map markers

Atlas pages 36–37

Unit 3 • Activity 13

Getting Started

Introduce the topic of transportation. Ask the class:

•	 Have you ever taken a long trip?

•	 What kinds of transportation did you use?

Tell students that today they will learn how people traveled across 
our country before cars, planes, and buses were invented.

Teaching

1	 Explain how transportation has changed 
over time.

a.	 Divide the class into six groups. Distribute U.S./World 
Desk Maps and map markers to each group.

b.	 Have students turn to pages 36–37 in the atlas. Direct 
students’ attention to the time line. Then say:

•	 This time line shows important events that changed 
transportation in our country. What years does the 
time line cover? (before 1519 to 2008)

•	 What were some of the early changes in 
transportation? (horses came to the Americas, ships 
brought colonists)

•	 What were some of the later changes in 
transportation? (Model T, space shuttle, electric cars)

2	 Show how transportation has affected the 
growth of our country.

a.	 Explain to the class that changes in transportation 
helped our country grow. Have students turn their desk 
maps to side 3C.

b.	 Read the time line entry for 1519. Ask students how 
people traveled in the Americas before they had horses. 
(by canoe, on foot) Then tell the class:

•	 Horses first arrived in Mexico. South of the United 
States, find Mexico on your desk map.

•	 In Mexico, draw a horse symbol and label it 1519.
•	 Horses soon traveled north. Draw arrows from the 

horse symbol north to the United States.

Events from Our History



53 Encompass: Connections
Unit 3 • Activity 13Nystrom

•	 The horse changed people’s lives. Many American 
Indians became hunters, following great herds of 
bison on horseback.

•	 The horse was the main form of transportation in our 
country for hundreds of years.

c.	 Read the time line entry for 1775. Then tell the class:

•	 In 1775 most colonists lived east of the Appalachian 
Mountains.

•	 On the desk map, trace the Appalachian Mountains 
with your finger.

•	 The Wilderness Road made it easier to cross these 
mountains.

•	 On your desk maps, start in Richmond, Virginia. Draw 
an arrow over the mountains and into Kentucky.

•	 Label your arrow 1775.
•	 After this road opened, thousands of people moved 

into the area that is now the state of Kentucky.
d.	 Read the time line entry for 1825. Then say:

•	 On your maps, find New York City.
•	 From New York, draw a line north to Albany.
•	 From Albany, draw a line west to Lake Erie.
•	 Label your line 1825.
•	 The Erie Canal connected the Atlantic Ocean with 

the Great Lakes.
•	 When the Erie Canal opened, it helped settlers move 

west to places like Michigan and Ohio.
•	 It also made it cheaper and easier to ship 

goods west.
e.	 Read the time line entry for 1869. Tell the class:

•	 Transcontinental means “across the continent.”
•	 North America was the first continent to have a 

railroad extend all the way across it.
•	 After 1869 people could travel all the way from New 

York to California by train.
•	 On the desk map, start in New York City. Draw a line 

west to Chicago, Illinois.
•	 From Chicago, continue your line west to 

Sacramento, California.
•	 Label your line 1869.
•	 Imagine how difficult it was to lay railroad tracks 

across those mountains.
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•	 Railroads could move people and goods faster than 
horses or canals. They became the main way people 
traveled long distances.

•	 The railroad helped the United States grow all the 
way to the Pacific Ocean.

f.	 Have students compare the lines they drew. Ask them:

•	 Which of your lines is the shortest? (1775) Which is 
the longest? (1869)

•	 Would you guess that our country was larger in 1775 
or 1869? (1869)

•	 How did transportation help our country grow? (It 
made it easier and faster to travel distances.)

Summarizing and Assessing

1.	 Distribute Activity Sheet 13, How far can you go?

a.	 Point out the title and ask students what this graph 
shows. (miles traveled in one hour) Ask:

•	 If this bar graph shows how far you can travel in one 
hour, which bar shows the shortest distance? (the 
shortest bar)

•	 Which bar shows the longest distance? (the 
longest bar)

b.	 Tell students that they are going to add another bar to 
complete the graph. Ask students which bar is missing. 
(the Model T) Tell the class:

•	 Early cars did not go as fast as cars today. The 
Model T could travel about 40 miles in one hour. 
Add this number to your graph.

c.	 Model for the class how to add the bar to their graphs. 
Have students color all four bars. Then ask them:

•	 Which was faster, riding a horse or driving a 
Model T? (driving a Model T)

•	 Which was faster, traveling by train or traveling by 
horse? (traveling by train)

d.	 Have students use the information in the atlas to help 
them number the forms of transportation on their graph 
from 1, for oldest, to 4, for newest.

Extending

Science Have students research an inventor or invention 
mentioned on the time line. Ask each student to make a short 
class presentation to share what they have learned.

AC T I V I T Y 
S H E E TName   Date 
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13How far can you go?
Use this graph to compare these four kinds of transportation.  
“Mph” stands for “miles per hour.” Draw the bar for the Model T.  
Then color the four bars.

   Name two ways these four kinds of transportation are different from one 
another.

Walking 
4 mph

Horse 
6 mph

Early Train 
28 mph

Model T 
40 mph

           

0 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40
 Miles traveled in an hour (mph)

Activity Sheet 13
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BEL.   Belgium
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NETH. Netherlands
N. KOREA North Korea
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SERB. Serbia
SL. Slovakia
SLOV. Slovenia
S. KOREA South Korea
SWITZ.      Switzerland
TAJ.          Tajikistan
U.A.E.       United Arab Emirates
U.K.          United Kingdom
U.S.           United States
UZB.         Uzbekistan

Country Abbreviations
ALB.   Albania
ARM.   Armenia
AUS.   Austria
AZER.   Azerbaijan
BEL.   Belgium
BOS.   Bosnia-Herzegovina
BULG.   Bulgaria
C. AFR. REP.   Central African Republic
CONGO REP.   Congo Republic
CRO.   Croatia
CZ.   Czech Republic
DOM. REP.   Dominican Republic
EQ. GUINEA   Equatorial Guinea
EST.   Estonia
HUNG.   Hungary
KOS.   Kosovo
KYR.   Kyrgyzstan

LAT. Latvia
LITH.  Lithuania
MOL. Moldova
MON. Montenegro
NETH. Netherlands
N. KOREA North Korea
N. MAC. North Macedonia
SERB. Serbia
SL. Slovakia
SLOV. Slovenia
S. KOREA South Korea
SWITZ.      Switzerland
TAJ.          Tajikistan
U.A.E.       United Arab Emirates
U.K.          United Kingdom
U.S.           United States
UZB.         Uzbekistan

AFRICA
 

SOUTH 

AMERICA 

ANTARCTICA
South Pole

PR
IM

E 
M

ER
ID

IA
N

  0
°

EQUATOR  0°

South
Polar
View

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

P
A

C
IF

IC
O

C
E

A
N IN

D
IA

N

O
C

E
A

N

SOUTHERN OCEAN

PRIME MERIDIAN  0°

EQUATOR  0°

North Pole

ASIA 

NORTH 

AMERICA 

A
FR

IC
A

 

SOUTH 

AMERICA 

E U
R

O

P
E 

North
Polar
View

OCEAN

ATLA
N

T
IC

O

CEA
NPACIF IC

ARCTIC

OCEAN

Mexico City

Lima

Rio de Janeiro

Sao Paulo

Cairo

Moscow

Tehran

Mumbai
(Bombay)

Tokyo

Shanghai

Jakarta

Beijing

SeoulNew York City

Bogota

London

Istanbul

New
Delhi

Lahore

Karachi

Bangkok

Wuhan

Guangzhou

Baghdad

Ho Chi
Minh City

Dhaka

Hong
Kong

Kinshasa

Lagos

Hanoi

TorontoChicago

Los Angeles Phoenix

Houston

Monterrey

Havana

Buenos Aires
Montevideo

Cordoba

Recife

Manaus
Quito

Brasilia

Caracas

Santiago

Algiers

Addis
Ababa

Luanda

Abidjan

Conakry

Dakar

Nairobi

Dar es Salaam

Antananarivo

Mogadishu

Harare

Casablanca

Riyadh

Shiraz

Tashkent
Madrid

Rome

Paris

Berlin Warsaw

Kiev

St. Petersburg

NovosibirskOmsk
Yekaterinburg

Almaty
Urumqi

Kolkata
(Calcutta)

Yangon
(Rangoon)

Chennai
(Madras)

Taipei

Manila

Kuala Lumpur

Surabaya

Chongqing
Kunming

Lanzhou

Xian

Shenyang

Osaka

Sapporo

Sydney
Perth

Melbourne

Cape Town

Pretoria
(Tshwane)

Ulaanbaatar

Tripoli

Belem

Khartoum

Mecca
(Makkah)

Tijuana

Guatemala City

San Jose

Bucharest

Minsk

Sana’a

Muscat

Islamabad

Pyongyang

Bamako

N'Djamena

Abuja

Kampala

Lusaka

Maputo

Vancouver

Seattle

Washington, D.C.

Miami

Kabul

Irkutsk

Magadan

Khabarovsk

Yakutsk

Niamey

Calgary
Winnipeg

Oslo

Reykjavik

Murmansk

San Francisco
Denver

Salt Lake City

Atlanta

Ottawa

Bahia Blanca

Asuncion

Punta Arenas

Arequipa

Anchorage

Honolulu

Port Moresby

Nay Pyi Taw

Wellington

Perm

La Paz

Canberra

Pa
nama City

Tegucigalpa

Port-au-Prince

Georgetown

Dublin

Stockholm

Helsinki

Lisbon

Astana

Vientiane

Colombo

Rabat

Nouakchott

Monrovia Bangui Juba

Gaborone
Windhoek

Unalaska

Nuuk
(Godthab)

El Aaiun
(Laayoune)

Sucre

Yamousso
uk

ro

C ON
G

O
  
R

E
P
. 

N
O

R
W

AY
 

GUINEA
 

TONGA

SAMOA

KIRIBATI

RUSSIA

C A N A D A

UNITED   STATES

MEXICO

GUATEMALA
EL SALVADOR

COSTA RICA

PANAMA

BELIZE
HONDURAS

NICARAGUA

BAHAMAS

CUBA

JAMAICA

HAITI
DOM. REP.

DOMINICA

BARBADOS

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

VENEZUELA

COLOMBIA

GUYANA

SURINAME
French
Guiana

ECUADOR

PERU BRAZIL

BOLIVIA

PARAGUAY

URUGUAY

CHILE

ICELAND

IRELAND

UNITED
KINGDOM DENMARK

NETH.
GERMANY

EST.
LAT.

LITH.

BEL. POLAND
CZ.

SL.

FRANCE
SWITZ.

AUS. HUNG.

UKRAINE
MOL.

ROMANIASLOV.
CRO. BOS.

SERB.ITALY

ALB.N.MAC.
KOS.MON. BULG.

GREECE

CYPRUS

SPAIN
PORTUGAL

MOROCCO

 Western
Sahara

ALGERIA

TUNISIA

LIBYA EGYPT

CAPE
VERDE
(CABO
VERDE)

MAURITANIA

MALI

SENEGAL

GAMBIA

GUINEA-BISSAU

SIERRA LEONE
CÔTE

 D'IVOIRE

BURKINA
FASO

G
H

A
N

A

T
O

G
O

B
E

N
IN

NIGER

NIGERIA

CHAD

SUDAN

SOUTH
SUDAN ETHIOPIA

DJIBOUTI

EQ.
GUINEA

C. AFR. REP.

SAO TOME
& PRINCIPE

GABON DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

OF THE
CONGO

BURUNDI
RWANDA

UGANDA
KENYA

ANGOLA
ZAMBIA MALAWI

TANZANIA

NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA

ZIMBABWE

SOUTH
AFRICA

LESOTHO

ESWATINI
(SWAZILAND)

MAURITIUS

COMOROS

SEYCHELLES

YEMEN

O
M

AN

U.A.E.

QATARSAUDI

      ARABIA

KUWAIT

JORDAN

ISRAEL
LEBANON

SYRIA

IRAQ

TURKEY
AZER.ARM.

GEORGIA

IRAN

PAKISTAN

UZB.

TAJ.

KYR.

KAZAKHSTAN

R U S S I A

MONGOLIA

CHINA

N. KOREA

S. KOREA

JAPAN

NEPAL BHUTAN

INDIA

MALDIVES

SRI LANKA

MYANMAR
(BURMA)

THAILAND

LAOS

TAIWAN

PHILIPPINES

BRUNEI

MALAYSIA

SINGAPORE

I N D O N E S I A
PAPUA

NEW GUINEA

PALAU

FEDERATED STATES
OF MICRONESIA

SOLOMON IS.

VANUATU
FIJI

A U S T R A L I A

NEW
ZEALAND

CA
M

E
R

O
O

N
 

S
W

E
D
EN

 

FIN
L
A

N
D

 

SO
M

A
L
IA

 

ERITREA

M
O

Z
A
M

BIQ
UE 

EAST
TIMOR

Hawaii

BANGLA

D
ES

H
 

A
R

G
E
N

T
IN

A
 

M
A

D
A

G
A
SC

AR 

VIETN
A

M
 

CAM

BO
D

IA
 

A
F
G

H
A
NIS

TAN 

TURKMENISTAN 

BELARUS

LIB
ERIA

Alaska

Greenland
(Kalaallit Nunaat)

A N T A R C T I C A

Tahiti

Easter I.

Galapagos Is.

Falkland Is.
South

Georgia I.

Canary Is.

Azores

Kerguelen I.

Diego Garcia

New Caledonia

American
Samoa

Puerto Rico 

Guam

Northern
Mariana
Islands

Aleutian    Is. 

Socotra
(Yemen)

Haida Gwaii
(Queen Charlotte

Islands)

Missouri

R.

R.

Co
lo

rad
o 

M
iss

iss
ip

pi
 

Ob R.

R.

Lena
R.

Amur

R.

H
uang

He

Ganges R.

Darlin
g R.

R.

N
ile

 R

. 

Yenisey 

Amazon   River 

R
io

  

 Grand
e 

Yukon R. 

St. L
awrence R. 

Congo               R
iver 

Volga R. 

Murray R.

Xi Jiang

Great
   Lakes Aral

   Sea

L.
Victoria 

Lake
 Nyasa

Lake
Balkhash

L. Chad

Hudson  Strait 

Bering
Sea

Hudson

Bay

Baffin
     Bay

Gulf of
Mexico

Weddell
Sea

Norwegian     Sea

Barents
Sea

Kara Sea

Me d i ter rane an  S e a

Caspian
Sea

Red
Sea

Bay
of

Bengal

Sea
    of
   Okhotsk

Yellow
  Sea

Philippine

Sea

Coral Sea

Tasman
Sea

Denmark Strait 

Arabian
Sea

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

Ch
an

ne
l 

Berin
g   

  S
tr

ai
t 

Black Sea 

Caribbean Sea 
South
China
Sea

East Siberian
Sea

Ta
iw

an
 S

tr
ai

t

Sea of
Japan
(East
Sea)

ARCTIC           OCEANARCTIC      OCEAN

SOUTHERN           OCEANSOUTHERN      OCEAN

PACIFIC

OCEAN

ATLANTIC

OCEAN

INDIAN

OCEAN

PACIFIC

OCEAN

EQUATOR  0° EQUATOR  0° EQUATOR  0°

PR
IM

E 
M

ER
ID

IA
N

  0
°

PR
IM

E 
M

ER
ID

IA
N

  0
°

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN  231/2°S

TROPIC OF CANCER  231/2°N

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN  231/2°S

TROPIC OF CANCER  231/2°N

ANTARCTIC CIRCLE  661/2°S ANTARCTIC CIRCLE  661/2°S

ARCTIC CIRCLE 661/2°N ARCTIC CIRCLE  661/2°N

180° 150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W 30°W 0° 30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E 180°

60°N

30°N

0°

30°S

60°S

60°N

30°N

0°

30°S

60°S

180° 150°W 120°W 90°W 60°W 30°W 0° 30°E 60°E 90°E 120°E 150°E 180°

IN
TE

R
N

A
TI

O
N

A
L 

   
 D

A
TE

   
   

LI
N

E 

IN
TERN

A
TIO

N
A

L  D
ATE  LIN

E 

IN
TERN

A
TIO

N
A

L  D
A

TE  LIN
E 

N

N

 World_Desk_Pol.eps 113%

Desk Map

© Social Studies School Service	 Map NYS6036 v1.21


	Pages from NYS0873-G3-Connections-TG-bk-v1.0-220307
	GR3-Markable-US-and-World-History-Map
	NYS6036_PolUS_v1.21
	NYS6036_PolWorld_v1.21


